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ABORIGINALS — LOCATION-BASED EXPENDITURE REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.02 pm]: Annually, 
$4.9 billion in state and Australian government funding is spent on Western Australia’s Aboriginal population. 
There are around 12 000 Aboriginal people living in WA’s 274 remote communities. Relative to other 
Western Australians and Aboriginal residents elsewhere in the state, remote Aboriginal residents are less likely 
to have completed school or a post-secondary qualification, less likely to have a job and more likely to have 
personal income of less than $400 a week and to live in an overcrowded house. In 2013, the Aboriginal Affairs 
cabinet subcommittee commenced a location-based expenditure review of services delivered in the Roebourne 
area to identify the level of funding, potential duplication and gaps, and to recommend opportunities to improve 
efficiency and effectiveness. The expenditure review found that more than 200 services were delivered in 
Roebourne by 63 providers to 1 410 people at a cost of more than $58 million a year. Despite this significant 
investment, there were still unacceptably poor outcomes for the Aboriginal people in the area. As part of the 
review process there have been ongoing discussions with government, service providers and Aboriginal 
corporations and groups to consider the significant issues impacting the delivery and outcomes of services, the 
need for sustainability and opportunities in regional and remote locations, and how the government can work 
better to assist in improving the lives of Aboriginal people. In response, the state government announced its 
regional services reform last week. The reforms will be led by the Minister for Child Protection, who will 
oversee human services, and the Minister for Regional Development, who will oversee remote infrastructure and 
development. Both ministers will report to the Aboriginal Affairs cabinet subcommittee, which I chair. 

This reform framework is about opportunities, not about closing communities, and will be a long-term and 
managed process. We will be working to ensure children grow up in a safe environment, with access to 
education and real economic opportunities. We want children and their families to be meaningfully occupied, 
with links to country, culture and kin. The state government’s reforms will prioritise funding to locations that 
have the greatest potential to be safe and sustainable. There will be a coordinated approach to reduce duplication 
and fragmented service delivery. There will be minimum contract requirements to drive service redesign, and to 
enable monitoring with a view to continuous improvement and investment in programs that work. Importantly, 
Aboriginal people will be directly involved in the reform process and in guiding how we deliver services. 

The state government will start the reform process shortly by calling for nominations from Aboriginal leaders to 
join regional strategic advisory councils for the Kimberley and Pilbara. These councils will be responsible for 
enabling and advising on engagement, and for providing guidance to the reform process. District leadership 
groups will also be formed with Aboriginal service organisations, local councils and relevant state agencies to 
engage locally with community members to drive and develop local responses. A reform unit will both support 
and lead the changes. 

The state government now has a framework for serious and lasting reform to address the disparity between the 
economic and social outcomes for Aboriginal people in remote and regional Western Australia and those of the rest 
of the community. Accountability will be intrinsic in the reform to ensure that we invest now and into the future in 
programs that are proven to work. Also fundamental to the success of the reform will be extensive consultation with 
Aboriginal people, and their voices and views will be heard as we collectively develop the way forward. 
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